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Scottish Schools (Parental Involvement) Draft Bill Consultation

Fellow parents,

Enclosed is the SSBA response to the consultation on the Scottish Schools (Parental Involvement) Draft Bill.

Many thanks to all of you who took the time to send in your responses to us. To date we have received more than 450 returns. We received individual and joint submissions from School Boards and PTAs, and returns from individual parents. 

As you will see, we submitted our response based not only on the written returns, but also on feedback from meetings attended by Executive Board members and from informal discussions with parents. We also spoke with members of the Scottish Executive’s Schools Division several times during the consultation and met with Peter Peacock, the Minister for Education and Young People.

It was quite clear from the onset that most School Boards, parents and other educational stakeholders were unhappy with the content of the draft bill and with the intention to repeal the School Boards (Scotland) Act of 1988. More than 95% of our respondents told us that they did not agree with the repeal, although they were happy to have some tweaking of the legislation. We delivered this message clearly to the Minister. Parents told us that they felt that the draft bill would lead to loss of parental representation and partnership working. It was also felt that the draft bill, in its present form, would not achieve the Minister’s aim of improving parental involvement. Moreover, despite assurances from the Minister and others to the contrary, most School Boards and parents clearly understood that the draft bill did not give them the option of keeping the status quo.

Although we all clearly wish to retain School Boards, we felt it was essential that, were a new bill to be passed, SSBA should have had input on your behalf.

You will see that we have suggested amendments which will ensure parental representation, with a clear statutory framework and the continuation of parents working in partnership with schools. We have also made some suggestions which we believe will strengthen parental representation and make it easier for parents’ groups to communicate with each other and to share best practice. We have met with the Minister and members of the Executive to clarify and discuss these suggestions. These measures can, we believe, ensure that parents retain representation and are in a better position to take forward the Minister’s vision of greater parental involvement.

We felt that the Minister listened carefully to our representations and understood the concerns of parents and others about this draft bill. We have indicated that parents’ groups are very willing to work to increase parental involvement and that we  are also keen to see more flexible parental representation, but we have also stated clearly that parents will not accept a bill which decreases rights for which they have worked so hard. The good work of School Boards must be retained and we indicated that we hoped and expected to see many changes to the bill.

As your elected national parental body we will continue to make representation to the Minister and the Executive on your behalf. We are also meeting with many other Educational stakeholders and will be closely tracking this bill through Parliament. We will keep you apprised of the situation and welcome contact from Boards and parents on this and all other Educational issues.

Keep up the good work,

Yours sincerely,

Caroline Vass

President

Scottish School Board Association













